
MINUTES OF THE NATURAL RESOURCES & PUBLIC PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

MEETING HELD AUGUST 8, 2019 

  
A Natural Resources and Public Property Committee meeting was held on Thursday, August 8, 2019  

at 6:00P.M. in the City Council office, Room 204. 

 

Committee Attendees:  Councillor Sullivan, Chairperson & Councillors LePage and Bevilacqua.  

Also in attendance was Councillor Macek. 

 

Attendees:  Jeanne Cunningham, John Roche, Ellen Roche, Betsy Natale, Kathleen Fitts, Fred 

Simmons, Caroline Matterson, Katelynn Grotto, R.A. Roche and Robin and Gale Staples. 

 

The following items were discussed: 

 

1) Doc. #38-J-Communication from Councilor Macek requesting a discussion about reserve  

parking spaces at City Hall designated for Registry of Motor Vehicles. 

Councillor Macek explained that there are two spaces on the back side of City Hall that are no 

longer needed for the Registry of Motor Vehicles since they moved out of City Hall.  Councillors 

in attendance reviewed the current parking configuration around City Hall and came to 

consensus that two new customer parking spaces could be created as a result of the RMV move.  

It is recommended that a letter be sent to the Mayor requesting he re-assign the two parking 

spaces for citizens who have business to conduct in City Hall with the same time limit imposed 

on these spaces as currently exists for the others.  It was also recommended to shift the spaces 

that currently exist for employees and department heads so that the Superintendent and Assistant 

Superintendent spaces are moved to where the two RMV spaces were (which is closer to their 

City Hall entrance access point) and move all spaces for remaining staff on the Newcomb Street 

side to the right by two spaces, thereby creating the two additional customer/citizen spaces to the 

right of the Newcomb Street entrance.  A motion was made by Councillor Bevilacqua to send the 

letter with recommendations to the Mayor and was seconded by Councilor LePage, and the 

motion passed 3-0. 

 

2) Doc.#59-U-Communication from Councillor Macek requesting to introduce request from  

Jeanne Cunningham to purchase city owned property contiguous to her property on Brandy 

Brow Road., Map 464, Block 204, Lot 25. 

Councillor Macek introduced Jeanne Cunningham who explained the subject property abuts her 

property and she was interested in purchasing the property in order to preserve the land to be 

used as a tree farm and pick your own berries.  She noted that the site is currently unkempt and 

can sometimes be used as an illegal dump site.  The Chair then read into the record the various 

department heads comments on this request.  Deputy DPW Director Bob Ward expressed his 

concerns that the property lies within the watershed to the Millvale Reservoir, a primary public 

water supply for the City, and it is one of several parcels owned by the city for water supply 

protection in this area.  After further explaining that because the parcel is held for water supply 

protection, the state DEP must approve the sale which would include going through the DEP’s 

MEPA process and determining whether the property is covered by Article 97 of the 

Amendments to the Massachusetts Constitution.  He also noted that if we were to proceed with 

this process and it was determined to be protected by Article 97, then the land transfer would be 

not only subject to the MEPA review process and EOEA’s Article 97 Land Disposition Policy, 



but would also require unanimous Conservation Commission approval, two-thirds City Council 

vote, and ultimately a two-thirds vote of the State Legislature to a Home Rule Petition.  His letter 

concluded by stating that the Water Department does not recommend selling this parcel.  Rob 

Moore, Environmental Health Technician, also submitted written comments expressing his 

department’s opposition to the sale for watershed reasons but also because the parcel is also 

mapped in its entirety as a priority habitat of MA endangered species.  Rob Moore recommended 

instead that the NRPP Committee pursue the acquisition of Ms. Cunningham’s back acreage, 

about 9 acres, because of its importance as a protected wetland resource and forested buffer to 

the East Meadow River. It was also suggested by Councillors in attendance that perhaps the 

Nature Conservancy or Essex County Greenbelt would be interested in purchasing this land to 

ensure its future protection. 

 

At the end of the discussion Ms. Cunningham agreed that it would probably not be feasible to 

proceed to attempt to purchase the parcel.  A motion was made by Councillor Bevilacqua to send 

a letter to the Mayor requesting the City consider either purchasing the additional 9 acres from 

Ms. Cunningham or, in the alternative, recommend that both the Nature Conservancy and/or 

Essex County Greenbelt be contacted to determine if they have any interest in purchasing the 9 

acres and perhaps the city’s parcel as well.  The motion was seconded by Councillor LePage 

and the motion passed 3-0 

 

3) Doc.#79F-Communication from Councilor Sullivan requesting to introduce Kathleen  

Fitts, Gale Park Association, to request the city replace the Gale Park Fountain in fiscal year ’20. 

The Chair introduced Betsy Natale and Kathy Fitts representing the Gale Park Neighborhood 

Association who have been the stewards of Gale Park for many years, caring and maintaining 

for the park.  Betsy explained the history of the problems with the current fountain, and based on 

city department’s knowledge and work experience at the site repairing the existing fountain 

numerous times over the past few years, it is clear that the fountain as well as the existing 

granite basin for the fountain needs to be replaced.  Betsy presented a proposal by a company 

specializing in waterscapes out of Duluth, GA that all agreed looks very nice and appropriate for 

the setting.  Councillor LePage suggested they seek two more proposals to get a better idea of 

cost.  Kathy Fitts explained that at the suggestion of Joan Cranton they would meet with Triad 

Engineering based in Groveland for their input and proposal.   

A motion was made by Councillor LePage to send a letter to the Mayor asking him to arrange a 

meeting with the Gale Park Neighborhood Association to further advance the discussion to 

replace the fountain.  The motion was seconded by Councillor Bevilacqua, and the item passed 

3-0. 

 

The remaining three items were brought back before the NRPP having been heard at a prior 

meeting to determine if they should remain on the active committee study list for further action if 

needed by the Committee. 

 

4)  Doc.#93-L/18-Communication from President Michitson requesting to introduce Dave 

LaBrode to discuss street tree plantings. 

President Michitson updated the Chair prior to the meeting that he had been in contact with 

Dave LaBrode, who had been appointed to the Mayor’s new “Tree Committee” along with other 

members of the community, for the purpose of determining whether or not the Committee had 



actually met yet.  It was determined that the Committee had not yet met.  As a result it was 

recommended that the Council send a letter to the Mayor requesting an update on the status of 

the work of the “Tree Committee” and to ask why the Committee has yet to meet.  A motion was 

made by Councillor LePage, and seconded by Councilor Bevilacqua, and the motion passed 3-0.  

As such this item will remain on the committee study list. 

 

5)  Doc.# 93-W/18-Communication from Councilors Sullivan and Bevilacqua requesting to 

discuss possibility of entering into an agreement with Lorraine Post 29 VFW to rehab and lease 

Clement Farm house located at 1314 Main Street, Haverhill. 

The Chair gave a brief update as to the work that had taken place since this item was first 

brought to the Committee.  A site tour was taken by the members of the Committee, the 

Commander of the VFW, Keith Gopsill, as well as pertinent department heads from both 

Inspectional Services and the Haverhill Fire Department.  Based on the site visit it was 

determined that the Clement Farm appears to be structurally sound but that it would require 

extensive repairs and renovations to make it functional again.  The Committee left the VFW with 

the charge to come back to the city with a detailed proposal and rough design plan for the future 

use of the property.  The VFW has since entered into an agreement to lease space from the 

AMVETS Post 147 on Primrose Street.  At present the VFW does not have an active interest in 

relocating to the Clement Farm.  Fred Simmons, a member of the American Legion who was in 

attendance, suggested that the Legion might have an interest in restoring the property at some 

point in the future.  Councillor Bevilacqua suggested the property might be a good location for a 

military museum showcasing Haverhill’s role in all past wars in our nation’s history.  Members 

agreed that if any organization or combination of organizations want to explore this idea it 

certainly has merit. 

Councillor Bevilacqua made a motion to remove this item from the study list at this time, with the 

understanding that it could be revived in its present form or as a new item if the Military 

Museum or other proposal for re-use of the property is brought before us in the future.  

Councillor LePage seconded the motion, and the motion passed 3-0. 

 

6)  Doc.#121-H/18-Communication from Councilor Bevilacqua requesting to introduce 

discussion relating to Haverhill Youth Soccer with David Lefcourt, President and Edward Felker, 

Chair Field Committee 

The Chair gave a brief update as to the subsequent work and meetings that had taken place since 

this item was first brought to the Committee.  After the initial meeting a meeting was held with 

Vin Ouellette, Recreation Director, and David Lefcourt and Edward Felker, at which the Chair 

was present.  Since that meeting Vin Ouellette and the Youth Soccer leaders have been working 

to improve HYS access to the various soccer field locations preferred by HYS.  It was determined 

that at this time, and since the parties appear to be working together to make positive changes to 

the current arrangement for quality soccer field access, that the item could be removed off the 

study list at this time. 

Councillor Bevilacqua made a motion to remove this item from the study list at this time, with the 

understanding that it could be revived in its present form or as a new item if  HYS wishes to 

bring it back to our attention or for any other reasons in the future.  Councillor LePage 

seconded the motion, and the motion passed 3-0. 

 

 



The meeting adjourned at 7:30PM upon motion of Councillor Bevilacqua, seconded by 

Councillor LePage, and passed 3-0. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas J. Sullivan 

Thomas J. Sullivan, Chairperson 

Natural Resources and Public Property Committee     Oct. 4, 2019 

 

 

 


